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The Doctor of Philosophy program in English is designed to develop knowledgeable scholars, 
critics, and teachers of English literature. Students are encouraged to work in the full range of 
subjects defined by our faculty’s expertise and by our internationally renowned archival holdings 
of manuscripts and books in McFarlin Library. Specific clusters of study that carry the advantage 
of faculty depth and the potential for original research are: 1) Twentieth-century literature—
Modern and Contemporary British, Irish, and American literatures; 2) Nineteenth-century 
literature—ante-bellum and post Civil War literature, British and European Romanticism, 
Victorian literature; 3) American studies, cultural and gender studies, African American 
literature, and women’s literature; 4) Early Modern and Eighteenth-Century Literature. Students 
have also completed dissertations in critical theory, and in the pedagogy of composition. The 
doctoral program is administered by the Graduate Program Committee, which is chaired by the 
Director of Graduate Studies (DGS). All members of the Faculty of English participate as 
instructors and on student committees. 
 
The doctoral program is designed to be a five-year program for students entering with the B.A.; 
such students will complete 54 hours of coursework (including 3 hours of Directed Reading in 
the second year) and at least 18 hours of directed study and dissertation research.  For students 
entering with the M.A., the program requires between 18 and 36 hours of coursework to be 
followed by 24 hours of directed study and dissertation research.  In the latter case, the precise 
requirements for coursework are established by the Graduate Program Committee as part of the 
admission process. 
 
A sample five-year schedule is set forth in section V, below. Specifics of the doctoral program 
are set forth below. Doctoral students are advised that they are responsible for this information. 
For clarification of the following regulations and procedures, or of any aspect of the program, 
please contact the Director of Graduate Studies or a member of the Graduate Program 
Committee (Profs. Airey, Jackson, Latham, Taylor, Stevens). 
 
 I.  Residence Requirements 
The minimum period in which the Ph.D. degree can be earned is two full years of study beyond 
the M.A. (or its equivalent). The student must spend at least two consecutive semesters in full-
time residence (12 hours a semester) in work toward the doctorate; for teaching assistants the 
residence requirement can be met by two consecutive years of combined teaching or service and 
course work (usually nine hours a semester). 
 
II. Courses 
Graduate seminars in English are offered in a regular cycle constituted of six or seven courses 
per term: some in literary-historical periods and other seminars in more specialized subjects. 
Independent study is usually for Qualifying Examination preparation. To assure adequate breadth 
of preparation during the two years of Ph.D. coursework, at least three courses in literary-
historical periods prior to 1800 and three in periods after 1800 are required. As preparation for 
the Qualifying Examination, doctoral students additionally take at least two graduate courses in 
each of their anticipated fields. Suggested fields are described in section IV. Detailed course 
descriptions are provided by the department well in advance of enrollment each term. 
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III. Foreign Language Requirement 
Doctoral students are required to achieve a sound reading knowledge of one classical or modern 
language, as demonstrated by passing a translation test set by program faculty. Students must 
propose for approval the languages on which they wish to be examined. The standard is a 
capacity to translate accurately a representative critical or scholarly passage with some bearing 
on the student’s field of interest. The requirement should be met as early as possible in a 
student’s career, and must be fulfilled prior to taking the Qualifying Examination. 
 
IV. Ph.D. Qualifying Examination and Prospectus 
The Qualifying Examination usually is offered at the end of the fifth term of full-time study. It 
consists of oral and written exams in two fields chosen by the candidate in consultation with the 
graduate director and faculty advisors.  To assure an intellectually and professionally coherent 
plan of study, students are strongly encouraged to consider periods between which they can 
establish critical or historical connections. 
 
Literary-Historical Periods for Examination.  The following literary-historical periods or 
areas may be used as primary fields for the Qualifying Examination: 
 
 Renaissance 
 Restoration and Eighteenth-Century British 
 Nineteenth-Century British 
 Romantic 
 Victorian 
 Twentieth-Century British and Irish 
 Transatlantic Modernism (British, Irish, American, Anglophone)  
 Contemporary Anglophone 
 Early American  

Nineteenth-Century American 
 Twentieth-Century American 
 Contemporary American  
 
Fields of study not included in this list may be requested by petition to the Director of Graduate 
Studies and the Graduate Program Committee. (The petition should consist of a brief rationale 
for requesting the field and a reading list; approval will also depend on the availability of faculty 
with sufficient expertise to direct the requested field of study.) Emphases may be included within 
appropriate literary-historical fields, such as Film; African American; Genders and Women's 
Writing; Critical and literary theory. 
 
Students should compile reading lists for each of the fields in consultation with faculty advisors. 
The reading lists should not substantially overlap with each other. 
 
Declaration: Early in the fourth (spring) semester, the candidate should submit a proposed list of 
fields along with evidence of sufficient coursework in those fields to the Director of Graduate 
Studies. In consultation with the Director of Graduate Studies and faculty members, doctoral 
students should select a supervisory committee consisting of three faculty members chosen on 
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the basis of relevant expertise. At least one person designated as the chair must be a senior 
faculty member. The supervisory committee is formally responsible for defining the student’s 
fields of study, for overseeing the qualifying preparation, and for compiling and grading the 
examination. 
 
Examinations*: The exam process begins with the submission of the statement of research 
interests that will in most cases consist of one or more important questions that fall within the 
two fields. Within ten days, the candidate then sits for two written exams lasting four hours, each 
given within the course of a week. Within two weeks following the end of the written exam, the 
student’s qualifying exam committee convenes a one-hour oral exam which covers both the 
written portion of the exams and the statement of research interests. 
 
Grading is pass/fail.  Competence is understood to consist in mastery of recognized primary 
texts, a broad knowledge of historical context, and familiarity with current critical issues in the 
two primary fields.  Students passing the examination are invited to apply for candidacy and 
proceed directly to the preparation of a dissertation prospectus.  Candidates failing the exam are 
offered one opportunity to repeat in the succeeding term.  Failing to pass the exam a second time 
will lead to the termination of doctoral candidacy. 
 
Prospectus: The doctoral dissertation prospectus is the penultimate stage in the Ph.D. program. 
It follows, respectively, completion of 36 hours of coursework, the foreign language examination 
and the qualifying examinations. It is preliminary to the dissertation. Students are admitted to 
candidacy for the degree only when the dissertation prospectus has been approved. 
 
The prospectus (see Graduate Bulletin) is a statement of proposed aims and objectives for a 
dissertation based in the areas of the qualifying examinations. In practice, it should include 10-15 
pages stating the subject matter and thesis of the proposed project, outlining its organization, and 
explaining its worth to the field.  An extensively detailed bibliography of primary and secondary 
works should accompany it. Students with a clear sense of their dissertation project should 
complete their prospectus in the semester following the Qualifying Examinations.  
 
Upon successful completion of doctoral examinations, students propose a dissertation topic to a 
member of the English faculty. When an initial proposal is agreed upon, director and student 
request that two other faculty members join to constitute the dissertation committee. The topic, 
title, committee membership, and a brief abstract are then submitted to the Graduate Program 
Committee for approval. Once the topic and committee are approved, the student then prepares a 
dissertation prospectus under the guidance of the dissertation committee. Ordinarily the 
committee then meets collectively with the student to discuss the penultimate draft of the 
prospectus and advise the student on the completion of the project. After each committee 
member, the Director of Graduate Studies, and the Department Chair have accepted the 
prospectus, the Director of Graduate Studies recommends that the student be admitted to 

                                                 
* Please note that any candidate admitted to the doctoral program prior to Fall 2007 may opt to 
choose either the exam method outlined here or the one in place at the time of their admission.  
Rules for the alternative exams procedure can be obtained from the Graduate Director. 
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candidacy. The student may not be admitted to candidacy unless each committee member, the 
Director of Graduate Studies, and the Department Chair have approved the prospectus. 
 
This committee, the Director of Graduate Studies, and the Department Chair then accepts the 
prospectus. When it is accepted, they recommend that the student be admitted to candidacy. 
 
Statute of Limitations 
The work for a degree must be completed within six years. This policy holds even if a student 
was absent or not enrolled for several semesters. A student who allows the time limit to expire 
and is subsequently readmitted must also meet the new requirements for the degree as stipulated 
in the program at the time of readmission. Graduate work more than six years old must be 
validated for currency in the discipline by examination or other means of evaluation at the 
discretion of the major program. When all work toward the degree is out-of-date, it is possible to 
validate six of the out-of-date hours to be applied toward future work on the degree. All petitions 
for extension must be recommended by the student’s advisor and approved by the Dean of 
Research and Graduate Studies. (The University of Tulsa Graduate Bulletin) 
 
A more stringent statute of limitations may be imposed under the particular requirements of 
individual programs. (The University of Tulsa Graduate Bulletin) 
 
V. Sample Five-Year Course Plan 
The doctoral program is designed to enhance progress toward the degree and to emphasize work 
on the dissertation. The following course plan is a sample only. It does not take into account 
special individual circumstances such as deficiencies in foreign language preparation. 
 
Year    I: one course each term before 1800 
               one course each term after 1800 
               one elective each term.      18 hrs. 
 
Year  II: one course before 1800 (Fall or Spring) 
              one course after 1800 (Fall or Spring) 
              two electives each term      18 hrs. 
              Spring: Qualifying Examination Fields selected 
 
Year III: Fall: Directed Study         9 hrs. 
               Fall: Qualifying Exam* 
               Spring: Dissertation Research       9 hrs. 
               Spring: Prospectus Approval 
 
Year IV: Dissertation Research and Writing (Fall and Spring)    6 hrs. 
 
Year V: Fall: Submission of Dissertation Draft to Committee    6 hrs. 
   Spring: Revision, Final Approval, and Filing of Dissertation   6 hrs. 
     by April 15 
 
*Note: the foreign language requirement must be fulfilled prior to taking the Qualifying Exam. 



 6 

 
VI. Annual Review 
All students currently enrolled in the doctoral program who have successfully completed their 
period of residency (24 hours of coursework) will be reviewed annually by the Graduate 
Program Committee.  For most students, this first review will therefore take place in the final 
semester of coursework and will be repeated each year until the dissertation is filed.  The 
purpose of this review is: 

• To assure that students are making good progress to the degree; 
• To provide students with candid feedback from the faculty about their performance, 

indicating both their strengths and their opportunities for improvement. 
 
By 15 February, all doctoral students must submit to the Director of Graduate Studies a one-page 
letter of self-assessment that includes a description of their  current research and area(s); a list of 
their immediate goals; and a rough timeline for completion of the degree.  The Director of 
Graduate Studies will also seek evaluative comments from all faculty members with whom 
students are enrolled. 
 
The Graduate Program Committee will then meet to review each student and make one of 
several recommendations which might include: 

• Approval to continue work in the PhD program. 
• An expression of concern about the current progress toward the degree that contains 

recommendations for improving a candidate’s standing. 
• A recommendation of dismissal.  This is rare and drastic action that must be supported 

both by the Chair of English and the Dean of Graduate Studies. 
 
Students will be notified in a timely manner by the Director of Graduate Studies of the outcome 
of this annual review and may be asked to schedule an appointment for this purpose.  In all cases, 
the findings of the review will be fully documented and placed on file. 
 
Timely Completion of Dissertation: Students writing their dissertations should be aware that 
the process of receiving the dissertation committee's final approval and filing the dissertation 
with the Graduate School can take several weeks. If a student wishes to participate in Spring 
Commencement, the dissertation must be filed in the University Library by April 15, and so he 
or she should plan to have a complete draft of the dissertation early in the Spring semester. A 
student who has a complete dissertation draft early in the Spring semester also is more likely to 
receive serious consideration for a post-doctoral teaching fellowship in the English Department. 
Students should familiarize themselves with the Graduate School's guidelines for the preparation 
of Dissertations, located under “Thesis and Dissertation Information” on the Graduate School's 
web site.  
 
 
VII. Spring Colloquium. Each spring, the Director of Graduate Studies will convene a 
departmental colloquium at which all candidates at the dissertation proposal stage and beyond 
will be asked to present a portion of their research in a conference-style setting.  Participation 
can be waived by the Director of Graduate Studies if this presents an unusual hardship. 
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Faculty List:  
 
Listed below are members of the English faculty, their areas of specialization, and representative 
publications and postdoctoral awards. 
 
LARS D. ENGLE, Chair and James G. Watson Professor.  A.B., Harvard College; M.A. 
Gonville and Caius College, University of Cambridge; Ph.D., Yale University. Renaissance and 
medieval British literature, South African literature. Shakespearean Pragmatism: Market of His 
Time (Chicago, 1993). co-editor, English Renaissance Drama: A Norton Anthology (New York, 
2002). College Excellence in Teaching Award, University Outstanding Teacher Award, Member, 
Kendall Society of Teaching Fellows. Fellow, Mellon Foundation.  
 
JENNIFER AIREY, Assistant Professor of English. B.A., Brandeis University; M.A., Ph.D., 
Boston University. Restoration and eighteenth-century British literature, early modern theatre, 
gender and sexuality, Gothic theatre. Essays in Restoration and Studies in English Literature. 
Current book project: The Politics of Rape: Sexual Atrocity, Religious Controversy, and the 
London Stage, 1660-1700. 
 
ROBERT JACKSON, Assistant Professor of English. B.A., University of Chicago; M.A., 
Loyola Marymount University; Ph.D., New York University (English); M.A., Ph.D. (History), 
University of Virginia. Late-nineteenth- and twentieth-century American literature, Cinema and 
Media Studies, US History, Cultural Studies. Seeking the Region in American Literature and 
Culture: Modernity, Dissidence, Innovation (Louisiana State University Press, 2005). Essays and 
reviews in Southern Literary Journal, ISLE, Logos, Virginia Quarterly Review, Mississippi 
Quarterly, a/b: Auto/Biography Studies. 
 
G. MATTHEW JENKINS, Associate Professor of English, and Director of University Writing 
Program. B.A., University of Texas at Austin; Ph.D., University of Notre Dame. Twentieth- and 
Twenty-first-century American literature, Experimental Poetry and Poetics, Ethnic American 
literatures, Creative Writing (Poetry), Ethical and Critical Theory, Composition and Rhetorical 
Studies. Book: Poetic Obligation: Ethics in Experimental American Poetry after 1945 (Iowa, 
2008). Essays in Journal of American Studies, Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature, Sagetrieb: 
Journal of the Objectivist Tradition, Journal of Advanced Composition (JAC), and in Poetry and 
Pedagogy: The Challenge of the Contemporary. Current book project: Ethics in Experimental 
African American Poetry after 1970.  
 
JOSEPH A. KESTNER, McFarlin Professor of English and Chair of Film Studies. B.A., 
University of New York (Albany); M.A., Ph.D., Columbia University. Nineteenth-century 
British literature and Art, Classical Languages, Gender Studies. The Spatiality of the Novel 
(Wayne State, 1978); Protest and Reform: The British Social Narrative by Women (Wisconsin, 
1985); Mythology and Misogyny: The Social Discourse of Nineteenth-century British Classical-
Subject Painting (Wisconsin, 1989); Masculinities in Victorian Painting (Scolar/Leicester, 1995); 
Sherlock’s Men: Masculinity, Conan Doyle, and Cultural History (Scolar 1997); The Edwardian 
Detective 1901-1915 (Ashgate 2000). Sherlock's Sisters: The British Female Detective, 1864-
1913 (Ashgate, 2003); Masculinities in British Adventure Fiction, 1880-1915 (Ashgate, 2010). 
Associate Editor, Victorians Institute Journal. 1984 Outstanding Teaching Award, University of 

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:10 AM
Formatted: Font:12 pt

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:10 AM
Formatted: Font:12 pt, Not Italic,
Underline

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:10 AM
Formatted: Font:12 pt, Underline

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:10 AM
Formatted: Font:Times New Roman, 12
pt, Not Italic, Underline

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:10 AM
Formatted: Font:Times New Roman, 12
pt

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:10 AM
Formatted: Font:Times New Roman, 12
pt, Not Italic, Underline

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:10 AM
Formatted: Font:Times New Roman, 12
pt

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:32 AM
Formatted: Underline

laura stevens � 5/14/10 11:31 AM
Deleted:  



 8 

Tulsa; 1989 Mortar Board Professor of the Year; 1993 Oklahoma Professor of the Year, Council 
for Advancement and Support of Education; Member, Kendall Society of Teaching Fellows; 
Fellow, Brown University Library. 
 
HOLLY A. LAIRD, Professor, and Executive Editor, Tulsa Studies inWomen’s Literature; 
A.B., Bryn Mawr College; Ph.D., Princeton University. Nineteenth- and Twentieth-century 
British Literature, Women’s literature, Critical Theory. Self and Sequence: The Poetry of D.H. 
Lawrence (Virginia, 1988); Women Coauthors (Illinois 2000). Fellow, National Endowment for 
the Humanities; Sesquicentennial Associate, University of Virginia. 
 
SEAN LATHAM, Professor, Editor, James Joyce Quarterly, Director, Modernist Journals 
Project. B.A., Swarthmore College, A.M., Ph.D., Brown University. Modernism, Joyce, 
Periodical Studies, Film & Media Studies. “Am I a Snob?” Modernism and the Novel, (Cornell 
University Press 2003); Joyce’s Modernism (Irish National Library, 2004); editor, James Joyce: 
Visions and Revisions (Irish Academic Press, 2008); Dubliners: A Longman Contextual Edition 
(Pearson Longman, 2008).  University Outstanding Teaching Award, 2005; Fellow, National 
Endowment for the Humanities; Andrew W. Mellow Fellow, Felllow, Harry Ransom Humanities 
Research Center; President-Elect, Modernist Studies Association; Trustee, International James 
Joyce Foundation. 
 
CLAUDIA BARBOSA NOGUEIRA, Assistant Professor. B.A., University of California at 
Berkeley; M.F.A., Arizona State University; Ph.D., University of Maryland, College Park. 
 Creative Writing and Film Studies; fiction, genre studies (road and horror films, specifically), 
Latin American cinema, Latin American and Caribbean literature, African-diasporic literature, 
theories on space, place, and displacement.  Publications include critical work in symploke, The 
Southern Quarterly, and  New Bones: Contemporary Black Writers in America  (Eds. Kevin 
Everod Quashie, Joyce Lausch, and Keith D. Miller, 2001) and creative work in Nimrod, 
 Colorado Review, Berkeley Fiction Review, and Berkeley Poetry Review.  One of her short 
stories was selected to appear in The Year's Best Fantasy and Horror: Fourteenth Annual 
Collection  (Eds. Ellen Datlow and Terri Windling, 2001).  She received a Distinguished 
Teaching Assistant Award from the University of Maryland, College Park in 2002. 
 
LAURA M. STEVENS,Associate Professor. Director of Graduate Studies, Editor, Tulsa Studies 
in Women’s Literature. B.A. Villanova University; MA, Ph.D. University of Michigan. 
Restoration and Eighteenth-century British literature, Colonial American literature, English and 
American Novel, Travel Writing, Religion and Literature, Anglo-Irish literature. Publications 
include The Poor Indians: British Missionaries, Native Americans, and Colonial Sensibility 
(University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004) and essays in Eighteenth-Century Life, Religion in the 
Age of Enlightenment, 1650-1850: Ideas, Aesthetics, and Inquiries in the Early Modern Era, 
American Literary History, and several essay collections. University Teaching Award, 2009. 
Mortar Board “Scotch and Smokes” Teaching Award, 2009. Fellow, American Philosophical 
Society, Huntington Library, John Carter Brown Library, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and Oklahoma Humanities Council. Former President, South-Central Society for 
Eighteenth-Century Studies. Editorial Board, Religion in the Age of Enlightenment.  
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GORDON O. TAYLOR, Chapman Professor of English. A. B., Harvard College; Ph.D., 
University of California at Berkeley. American literature and cultural history (19th-20th-
c./contemporary), Autobiography in America, African-American writers, Asian-American 
writers, The Vietnam War and American Culture. The Passages of Thought: Psychological 
Representation in the American Novel, 1870-1900 (Oxford, 1969); Chapters of Experience: 
Studies in Modern American Autobiography (Macmillan and St. Martin’s, 1983, 1986); Guest-
ed., The Vietnam War and Postmodern Memory (Genre, Winter 1988); recent articles on literary 
legacies of Japanese-American internment during WWII, Joan Didion. Fellow, Guggenheim 
Foundation; Fellow, Humanities Research Center, University of California, Berkeley; Charter 
Member, Kendall Society of Teaching Fellows, College of Arts & Sciences, University of Tulsa.  
 


